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E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRN, NI 

SUBJECT: KANO AIR ACCIDENT INQUIRY 

1. INTENSIVE STAGE OF BOARD OF INQUIRY' S HEARINGS RE- 
GARDING KANO AIR CRASH OPENED YESTERDAY IN KANO WITH 
DEPOSIT OF BASIC BACKGROUND DOCUMENTATION, INCLUDING 
AIR JORDAN' S RECORDS SUCH AS FLIGHT MANIFEST, CERTI- 
FICATE OF AIRWORTHINESS AND MAINTENANCE RECORDS. LAGOS 
NEWSPAPERS HEADLINED QUESTIONING OF TRANSPORT PERMSEC 
LONGE REGARDING ASSOCIATION OF AIR CONTROLLER' S PETI- 
TION OF OCTOBER 24 ( COPY POUCHED AF/ NI IN JANUARY) 
ALLEGING DANGEROUS CONDITIONS AT KANO AIRPORT. CON- 
TROLLERS CITED INTER ALIA CRUMBLING RUNWAY SURFACE, 

IND ADEQUATE CONTROL OF PEOPLE AND ANIMALS IN AIRPORT 
VICINITY AND POOR AIR- TO- GROUND AND GROUND- TO- AIR COM- 
MUNICATIONS. PETITION ALLEGED THAT DETERIORIATION SO 
ADVANCED AS TO CONSTITUTE DANGER TO USE OF FIELD BY 
HEAVY AIRCRAFT. 

2. NTSB REPRESENTATIVE HOLSTINE CARRIED FLIGHT RECORDER 
AND VOICE RECORDER DATA TO KANO YESTERDAY, AND IT IS 
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EXPECTED THAT THIS INFORMATION WILL BE PLACED BEFORE 
INQUIRY LATER THIS WEEK. 

3. COMMENT: FMG HAS LONG RECOGNIZED NEED FOR REPAIRS 
AT KANO, INCLUDING RESURFACING OF RUNWAY. IN LATE 
DECEMBER DEPUTY PERMSEC OBI TOLD PRESS THAT RESURFACING 
WOULD COMMENCE IMMEDIATELY AFTER COMPLETION OF HEJJ FLIGHTS. 
QUESTION INQUIRY WILL FOCUS ON IS NOT WHETHER POOR CON- 
DITIONS EXISTED AT KANO AIRPORT BUT WHETHER THESE DE- 
FECTS CONTRIBUTED IN ANY WAY TO ACCIDENT. 

3. JUDGE BELLO' S PROMPT PLACING OF AIR CONTROLLERS' 

PETITION IN EVIDENCE SEEMS TO CONFIRM REPORTS THAT 
HE INTENDS TO CONDUCT A VERY THOROUGH INVESTIGATION, 

BRINGING OUT ALL FACTORS BEARING ON ACCIDENT. HOWEVER, 
KNOWLEDGABLE AVIATION CIRCLES HERE REMAIN CONVINCED 
THAT, ALTHOUGH CONDITION AT KANO AIRPORT ARE BAN AND 
NEED URGENT IMPROVEMENT, THEY WERE NOT A PRIMARY OR 
SUBSTANTIALLY CONTRIBUTING CAUSE OF ACCIDENT. THEY 
POINT OUT THAT MAJOR AIRLINES WITH HEAVY AIRCRAFT ARE 
AGAIN USING KANO SUCCESSFULLY, EVEN THOUGH NO SUBSTAN- 
TIAL IMPROVEMENTS HAVE YET BEEN MADE IN RUNWAY OR AIR- 
WAY SYSTEM CONTROLS HERE. 

REINHARDT 
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